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tinguish two forms of emotion, — the dynamic, and the static, but both find 
their explanation in cerebral mechanics. When any body suffers resistance 
to its motion, heat is given off and there are other by-products of energy 
not present in a smoothly running machine. Similarly, when there is any 
check to the flow of ideas, there must be an accompanying waste of energy, 
and this constitutes the ordinary, or dynamic, emotion. We are also con- 
scious of the molecular state of the cortex, and that is the static form of 
emotion. Emotion is the consciousness of the molecular state of the cere- 
bral cortex (tactile area or organic region) produced by the diffusion of an 
excitation in the cerebrum, transitory or permanent, accompanied by in- 
creased activity or by inhibition. Where James states that the elements in 
the emotion occur in the order : stimulus, somatic reverberation, sensation, 
and emotion, our author makes the order : representation or sensation, 
emotion, somatic reverberation. What is characteristic of the emotion is 
primarly the confusion of ideas, not the trembling or other peripheral mani- 
festations. The latter is an almost universal accompaniment of emotion, 
but is not necessary to its occurrence. Pain and pleasure are distinguished 
from emotion in that they are the accompaniments of the furtherance or 
checking of the passage of sensations, not of the molecular changes in the 
cortex itself. Joy and sadness, on the contrary, are emotions, since they cor- 
respond to an increase or decrease in the potential energy of the cortex. 

The volume is one that must be read by all who desire to come to a con- 
clusion on the problem of the emotions, but some of the statements con- 
cerning the relation of consciousness to the cortical activities are not alto- 
gether convincing. 

W. B. Pillsbury. 
University of Michigan. 
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